
Subud entities working as one Body: Basara Gathering worked on the 
Future of Subud 

Budget 2017 approved – Budget 2016 balanced due to donations from 
the membership

Dear brothers and sisters,

Due to USD 95,000 of individual, group, country and zonal donations attracted by
the generous matching fund of an entrepreneur we managed to balance the 2016
budget. A huge thank you to all of you.

What does the World Subud Association spend your contributions on? 

Let me start with the Basara Gathering in Rungan Sari, Indonesia to illustrate.

During the World Subud Council meeting in Chile in September 2015, our brother 
George Demers, Youth Coordinator, shared the idea of a joint gathering of the 
Youth and the Wings in Rungan Sari, Kalimantan, in December 2016/January 
2017. 

Therefore we had increased the budget line for Youth activities in 2016. This 
gathering with about 200 participants turned out to be very successful. Many of 
you may have donated to help raise money for the fares for young people to 

attend Basara. In Europe the Youth of 
Zone 3 and 4 had an extra fund raising 
drive for the gathering. 

At the end of Basara, Elias Dumit 
highlighted “the excellent lively family-
like atmosphere, the amazing work of 
the organizing team truly working in 
collaboration, the Wings of Subud 
getting closer together (pointing the 
way for our future) and the successful 
first step of our experiment of bringing 
Yes Quest project closer to Subud”.  

In my reply I called this an example of 
Subud entities working together as one body like described on the Subud tree, 
adding: to make this gathering happen, funds found their way to Subud. 

In the last email I ever received from George he answered: “Yes dear Hilaria, yes 
indeed, funds found their way! All my love and a giant hug, George”. As you 
certainly have read, George passed away very unexpectedly from heart failure 
right after the Basara gathering ended. Most of you know George’s great 
contributions in supporting the preparation of this meeting and helping to find 
funds. One young participant said: This meeting changed my life. 

The 2017 budget foresees about USD 105,800 for the field of “human activities” 
which includes Youth activities, Care support and grants to zones.  The budget 
has been increased in this field to enable two zonal meetings in Africa. 



This year the WSA is focusing on Africa. It is planned to bring together the 
delegates of the zonal countries with international helpers, representatives of the
World Subud Association and the wings. 

International helpers’ travel is one more of the fields we spend money on. They 
travel to national congresses and through talking and testing with national and 
local helpers they support a deepening of the latihan. For 2017 we budgeted 
about USD 150,000 in this field. This has also been increased  - after we had 
received an earmarked donation - taking into account that international helpers 
are going to support more zonal meetings than last year.

For the “Media Unit” which covers translation and publication of Bapak’s talks 
and WSA Archives we have budgeted about USD 100,000 like last year.

One more field in the budget includes travels of the chairs, the zonal 
representatives and the costs of World Subud Council meeting. We planned USD 
56.000 for this. Travel for the executive, fees for the administrator, the 
accountant and the executive chair, audit expenses, currency differences may 
add up to USD 97,500 which is about the same like last year.

To nurture the tree we count on countries’ contributions, grants and donations 
from entrepreneurs and individual members. We know from the Muhammad 
Subuh Foundation, they decreased their annual grant by 30 percent. That means 
we count on countries and individual members. We expect that the generous 
entrepreneur who offered to match all donations up to 100,000 USD last year will 
be able to do so again in 2017. 

To underline the importance of working together, the Yayasan Muhammad Subuh 
(Indonesian Foundation) made a donation of USD 3,000 to the World Subud 
Association. It was handed over to Ismanah Schulze-Vorberg, our executive chair, 
in February, when she attended a meeting with YMS and Ibu Rahayu in Cilandak, 
Indonesia.  Through this WSA feels very much appreciated and shown we are on 
the right track in working together as one body.

With love and respect,

Hilaria Dette, WSA treasurer.


